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prentices now-a-days, in dress and appearance, far
outgo what their masters did formerly ; and many
young beginners rather ape the gaieties of the
court than appear like what the grave and sober
citizens of the last century were willing to be
thought and to appear to be. Old men formerly
left not off in the manner that some young ones
now begin; and the consequence is apparent in
every week's Gazette, more or less. Indeed there
seems to be a general corruption of manners
throughout the kingdom ; and it must be next to a
miracle if this flourishing nation is not reduced to
some very low distress in a short time, if some
methods cannot be found to curb that spirit of
luxury and extravagance that seems to have seized
on the minds of almost all ranks of men.

But these melancholy reflections may carry us too
far from our subject, to resume which, and conclude
this chapter, we will only enforce the former cau-
tions by the following brief considerations, relating
to the point we are treating of, which our author
had not touched upon.

When a young man makes his health an excuse
for his pleasures it is a very bad sign, except indeed
he be in an ill state of health. It is a fatal pre-
tence, and usually an insufficient one ; for generally
speaking a young man cannot have those occasions
for unbending his mind as a man advanced in years
may want. Diligence and application are his main
points; and as he has youth and strength to go
through more business than he generally may have
at setting out, so he is to consider that a time will
come, as he advances in years, when he will really
want those unbendings, and cannot go through so
much business as he can now manage with ease
and pleasure. If he has taken his time aforehand,
and used himself to diversions in the morning of